
Diocese of Syracuse

Celebrates 125 Years

By Connie Berry

Sun editor

T
he Cathedral of the Immaculate

Conception was filled on a gorgeous

fall day, Nov. 6, as a cardinal, arch-

bishop and several bishops concelebrated a

125th anniversary Mass in honor of the

Syracuse Diocese. Well over 100 priests,

deacons and religious filled the cathedral,

along with approximately 800 lay people

representing every parish in the diocese.

The day outdoors was spectacularly sunny

as was the mood inside the cathedral. A

choir made up of members of several

parishes provided the music under the di-

rection of Armand DiScenna. Jonathan

Howell was cantor and James Stanley

served as organist. Timothy Davenport is

the music director of the Cathedral. Ginnie

Lostumbo and John Marshall, co-chairs of

the anniversary committee, proclaimed the

readings of the Mass.   

Bishop Robert Cunningham, the 10th

and current bishop of the diocese, wel-

comed everyone to the 2 p.m. Mass, say-

ing, “The Cathedral is everyone’s parish.”

He told them they make up the “living

stones” of the church of the Diocese of

Syracuse. Bishop Cunningham greeted

Archbishop Timothy Dolan and Cardinal

Edward Egan of New York, as well as

bishops from Albany, Rochester, Buffalo,

Ogdensburg and Scranton, Pa. Retired

Bishops James Moynihan and Thomas

Costello were also in the sanctuary for the

anniversary Mass. Archbishop Dolan was

the main celebrant. Visitors included civic

leaders and representatives of other reli-

gious affiliations. 

“We are here to glorify God for his lav-

ish grace and mercy on this Diocese of

Syracuse,” Archbishop Dolan said at the

beginning of his homily. Then he contin-

ued with, “This magnificent cathedral,

this must be the most ... the second most

beautiful cathedral in the State of New

York.” 

He acknowledged the “beaming” crowd

saying, “You don’t look a day over 50.”

Archbishop Dolan recalled the many

blessings the diocese has experienced, in-

cluding the previous bishops, saying, “If I

am reading my scorecard correctly, you

have the Irish winning 6 to 2.” 

The Mass featured intercessions offered

by those speaking Spanish, Vietnamese,

Polish, Italian, American Sign Language

and Korean. Children from the Sudanese

community at St. Vincent de Paul Church

in Syracuse, from Cathedral Academy at

Pompei and from Syracuse City School

District were led by Sister Joana Baidoo,

IHMMC, as they danced and sang during

the presentation of the gifts. The group

represented Ghana, Sudan and Kenya. 

After Communion, Archbishop Dolan

blessed the new mosaic of Bl. Mother

Marianne Cope (see story on page 14).

Sister Patricia Burkard, OSF, general min-

ister of the Sisters of St. Francis, saw the

mosaic for the first time.

“It’s lovely, so beautiful,” Sister Patricia

said. “It has the life of Hawaii in it.”

The Diocese of Syracuse, carved from

the Diocese of Albany, was established on

Nov. 26, 1886. Approximately 285,000

Catholics make up the seven country dio-

cese, and it has 133 parishes and 22

Catholic schools. There are numerous

ministries and organizations serving all

people across the geographic area. 

The anniversary Mass marks the begin-

ning of a series of year-long celebratory

events. 

Archbishop Timothy Dolan of New York elevates the consecrated host during the 125th Anniversary Mass at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception on Nov. 6.

Bishop Robert Cunningham is to the right.
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The Diocese of 
Syracuse —
Bishop Thomas
Costello: Member
since 
Feb. 23, 1929

QWhat is your earliest memory
of being a member of the
church in Syracuse?

AProbably third grade when I
was enrolled at St. Mary’s
School in Oswego. That was

my first experience with Catholic
school. I’m sure I had to learn the
bishop’s name and that kind of stuff.
That would have been 1937.

QWe’re meeting at Our Lady of
Lourdes Parish in the Valley
neighborhood of Syracuse.

What does this parish symbolize or
mean to you?

AThis was my first assignment.
I arrived the 25th of June
1954. Those first five years

might well have been the best of my
priesthood. I was with a wonderful
pastor, Msgr. Martin Watley. I found
here a welcoming people and I was
full of the zeal of a newly-ordained. I
left here in September 1959 to go
back to school in Washington and re-
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Self-regulating 
markets don’t
serve common
good, Vatican 
official says 

By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The global fi-
nancial crisis and the worldwide recession it
triggered have demonstrated that allowing fi-
nancial markets to self-regulate does not serve
national interests and the good of the interna-
tional community, a Vatican official said. 

Research reveals trends
in the U.S. Catholic
Church

By Katherine Long
Sun associate editor

In the Diocese of Syracuse, there are cur-
rently 132 full-time, active priests working
in the diocese and 131 parishes. Forty-one

percent of parishes have pastors who serve in
multiple roles. Twenty-six percent of parishes
are served by pastors over the age of 68.

The Catholic Church in America is chang-
ing. In the last half-century, there have been
significant shifts in participation and atti-
tudes, and in demographics and leadership.
These changes have led to questions about who
we are as a church, what we are looking for in
our faith communities and what the future of
the Church will look like. 

One hundred sixty people from nine dioce-
ses in the Northeast, including more than a
dozen members of the Diocese of Syracuse,
traveled to the St. John Neumann Pastoral
Center in Piscataway, N.J. April 17 for “The
Changing Catholic Parish: Implications for
Pastoral Leaders,” looking for answers to some
of those questions. 

The seminar presented data from Emerging
Models of Pastoral Leadership, a multi-phase,
collaborative project funded by the Lilly En-
dowment, Inc. Emerging Models, working
with the Center for Applied Research in the
Apostolate (CARA), surveyed parishes, pas-
toral leaders and parishioners around the coun-
try to determine trends in leadership,
sacramental activity and demographics in the
U.S. Catholic Church. 

“This kind of parish-based research hasn’t
been done since 1989, in terms of the degree
and size of the study,” said Father James Lang,

Vicar for Parishes in the Diocese of Syracuse
and a key member of the Emerging Models
team since its inception. The research is im-
portant, he said, because it convenes the con-
versation about what is happening in the
church, broadens the scope to the national level
and allows the church to assess the skills and
training that will be needed by those leading
faith communities. Understanding the data, he
said, will aid in “figuring out, as responsible
shepherds, how to guide the church.”

Neil Parent, director of Emerging Models,
opened his presentation with that old caution-
ary adage about lies and statistics. He noted
that the data is meant to provide a sense of gen-
eral national trends and that the research,
which the organization will work to put into
context in the coming months, needs to be in-
terpreted for each parish.

“What’s very important here is that you say,
individually and together, ‘What is this data
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People attend a job fair in Minsk, Belarus, April 19. The global financial crisis
and the worldwide recession it triggered have demonstrated that allowing the fi-
nancial markets to self-regulate does not serve national interests and the good
of the international community, a Vatican official said.

COURTESY CNS / VASILY FEDOSENKO, REUTERS

Disabilities Mass

7

Priest Jubilees

8 & 9
Scripture readings

Thurs., May 3: 561: 1 Cor 15:1-8;
Ps 19:2-5; Jn 14:6-14

Fri., May 4: 283: Acts 13:26-33; Ps
2:6-11; Jn 14:1-6

Sat., May 5: 284: Acts 13:44-52; Ps
98:1-4; Jn 14:7-14

Sun., May 6: 53: Acts 9:26-31; Ps
22:26-28, 30-32; 1 Jn 3:18-24; Jn
15:1-8

Mon., May 7: 285: Acts 14:5-18; Ps
115:1-5, 15-16; Jn 14:21-26

Tue., May 8: 286: Acts 14:19-28; Ps
145:10-13, 21; Jn 14:27-31

Wed., May 9: 287: Acts 15:1-6; Ps
122:1-5; Jn 15:1-8

Continued on page 4
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by Connie Berry
Sun editorF rom Oct. 9 to 21, I traveled to

Kenya and Malawi with two

other Catholic journalists, Pa-

tricia Zapor from Catholic News Serv-

ice and Liz Quirin, editor of the

Belleville Messenger. The trip was led

by Jen Hardy and John Rivera, both in

the communications department at

Catholic Relief Services headquarters

in Baltimore. Quirin lives in the same

town as many members of my father’s

family. How ironic that I would spend

two weeks in Africa with a woman from

Belleville, Ill. My aunts probably read

Quirin’s Catholic newspaper much

more often than The Catholic Sun. That

was only the beginning of my “it’s a

small world” experiences. The others

occurred when I discovered Quirin had

met our diocese’s Father Peter Major

when she visited Sudan several years

ago. Then later I would meet people at

CRS in Malawi who know Peter Daino,

also from the Syracuse Diocese.

Zapor and Quirin have both traveled

extensively, writing stories involving

the church all over the world. They

were an enormous help in easing my

anxiety surrounding everything from

navigating airports to having sun-

screen ready when I needed it. They

were an incredible help to me and I

am sure we will be friends for life.

Among the three of us, we likely asked

every question possible regarding cul-

ture, geography, and who was the

most popular singer we heard on the

radio. We shared everything from tiny

packets of laundry detergent to each

other’s water bottles before the trip

was over. I’m not sure I could have

made such a trip without their great

support. In upcoming issues, I will focus on

various aspects of the trip. We trav-

eled throughout Kenya and Malawi

visiting CRS projects in the field and

experiencing life there first-hand dur-

ing our brief stay. I will try to report in

chronological order and will include

updates as I receive information. 

Our first stop after nearly a day of

airplane travel was Nairobi, Kenya, a

large city with a population of ap-

proximately three million. I was ill-

prepared 
for 

the 
traffic 

we

encountered when we left the airport.

CRS employs drivers at the interna-

tional offices and thank God for that.

The men we had for drivers were in-

credible both as a source of informa-

tion and because of their driving

expertise. I saw one traffic light in the

entire city. And no one paid any atten-

tion to it. I’m still not sure what was

more nerve wracking — roughing it

out in the bush in northern Kenya or

being driven around Nairobi. 

We finally settled into a hotel that

evening and were to meet again early

the next morning to begin what would

be the first of the daily trips out into

the surrounding communities. It

seems almost impossible to me now,

but our first trip out into Nairobi was

to Kariobangi, a slum with population

estimates of more than 500,000. The

squalor we encountered in the slum

was so incredibly intense that when

we compared notes and photos later in

the trip, we discovered that out of the

five of us, none of us had taken more

than a few photos. It seemed improper

to even document the horrendous con-

ditions in that place. 

AFRICA
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Continued on pages 8 and 9
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S
unday, Oct. 21 will bring the canonization of seven new saints 

in the Catholic Church, including one with roots here in the 

Diocese of Syracuse, Mother Marianne Cope, and another with 

ties to Upstate New York, Kateri Tekakwitha. This special issue of the 

Sun focuses on the path to canonization, the “road to Rome.”

A
t a Mass concelebrated with Bishop Clarence Silva of the 

Diocese of Honolulu at St. Anthony Convent at the Sisters of 

St. Francis Motherhouse Oct. 14 (see photos from that Mass 

on page 11 of this issue), Bishop Robert Cunningham re  ected on the 

heroic example of Mother Marianne’s life and work — an inspiration 

for the Year of Faith and a timely prelude to World Mission Sunday, 

which will also fall on Oct. 21. In his homily, he offered these words:

O
ne of our own, Marianne Cope, will be 

canonized. She was a faithful disciple. 

After the dedicated and forward-thinking 

medical care offered in her native diocese, 

she left much behind to go where the Lord 

was calling her. Far from home, in dif  cult 

circumstances, among people suffering with an infectious 

disease that had, at that time, no cure, she brought the love 

and compassion of Christ. She did this day in and day out to 

a heroic degree. And soon, very soon, the example of her life 

will be recognized by the Church as worthy of veneration 

and imitation. 
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 • Th e Catholic Sun is the offi  cial newspaper of the 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Syracuse. Established in 
1892 as a private publication, the Sun was purchased 
for the diocese by Bishop Joseph O’Keefe in 1988.

 • Th e Catholic Sun’s mission is to educate and 
evangelize by providing news and information that 
aff ects the Roman Catholic Church and the people of 
the diocese.

 • Th e Sun covers the seven counties of the diocese 
— Onondaga, Oneida, Oswego, Madison, 
Broome, Cortland and Chenango 
— and serves more than 
20,000 subscribers. 

 • Th e Catholic Sun 
publishes 44 issues 
per year. It is 
published weekly 
except during the summer, when it is published every 
other week, and during the Christmas season.

 • A subscription costs just $25 per year.

ABOUT THE CATHOLIC SUN’S 
READERS

 • 98% own their own home
 • 67.5% have subscribed to the 
    Catholic Sun for more than 6 years
 • 67% dine out weekly
 • 60% stay in hotels when away from home
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 • 53% travel by air
 • 42% attend live theatre
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