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16 October 2026 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Since the parishes of Saint Joseph, Saint Peter, Saint Stephen, and Saint Paul merged and 

fom1ed a new parish - the parish of Christ the Good Shepherd - your parish trustees, the members 

of your parish and finance councils, and now your CLment pastor, Father John Leo Oduor, have 

been considering the future of your parish and its four churches in the life and mission of 

the Church. 

As you know, the Church experienced a seismic shift from Christendom (a time when 

Christianity and the culture aligned and Christians lived the Christian life) to Apostolic Mission 

(a time when both Christianity and the culture need to be reinvigorated with the Good News of 

God's love and salvation in Christ). You, the parishioners, were also invited to consider the 

future of your parish in various ways. 

The result of your deliberations was that the churches of Saint Joseph, Saint Peter, and 

Saint Stephen be relegated to profane but not sordid use ( closed) so that they can be eventually 

alienated (sold) because of various important factors ( e.g., limited financial, personnel, and other 

resources, the shortage of clergy in the Diocese of Syracuse, the condition of the buildings, the 

needs of the parish, etc.). The purpose of doing so is to further strengthen your already united 

community as you work to ensure your existence and vitality. 

Accordingly, I have decided to grant the request of Father John Leo to relegate the 

churches of Saint Joseph, Saint Peter, and Saint Stephen to profane but not sordid use. The 

Decree of Relegation is attached. 

I am grateful to your pastor, the parish trustees, the members of the pastoral and finance 

councils, and to all of you for navigating these challenging times with faith and trust in the Lord. 

I am confident that this decision will help provide stable pastoral care as you continue to carry 

out the mission of the Church. 

Churches are a significant part of our history and tradition and the loss of them is 

certainly sad and something to be mourned. At the same time, it is a reminder that the Church is 

Faith , Hope , Charity 




